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every now and then a ballad in your Prayer-book or Psalm-book ; and I think he put the story of Tom Thumb once in one of Dr. Tillotson's sermons.
Sist No; 'twas two leaves out of Don Quixote. He did a great many such things as those to me.
Bro. But they were all frolics, there was nothing of passion or ill-nature in them: did not he write something in the children's spelling-book once, and make them get it without book, instead of the lesson you had set them ?
Sist. Yes, yes, he played me a thousand tricks that way.
Bro. I think once he pasted a receipt to make a tanzy or a cake, just next to one of the questions of the catechisms, where your daughter's lesson was.
Sist Ay, ay ; and every now and then he would paste a single printed word, that he cut out of some other book, just over another word in the books, so cunningly, that they could not perceive it, and make them read nonsense.
Bro. Why what harm was there in all that ?
Sist. Why, it showed his general contempt of good things, and making a mock of them ; otherwise the thing was not of so much value.
Bro. Well, and wherein was you miserable, pray, in all this ? I don't understand you in that at all.
Sist Why in this, that he was not at all a religious man.
Bro. But what was that to you, still ?
Sist. Why, first, brother, there was all family religion lost at one blow; there could not be so much as the appearance of worshipping or acknowledging the God that made us; nay, we scarce asked him leave to eat our meat, but in seeret, as if we were ashamed of it: sir James never so much as said grace or gave thanks at table in his life, that I remember.